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KOSTA BROWNE: 2009 UP CLOSE WITH MICHAEL BROWNE 
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Most anyone who follows American Pinot Noir has heard of Kosta Browne, founded in 2000 by Dan Kosta and 
Michael Browne who worked together as Sommeliers at Restaurant John Ash & Co, in Santa Rosa. It took a few 
years from their first effort in 1997 before recognition within the grapevine of wine enthusiasts left them with a ‘sold 
out’ shingle on their door. As their reputation grew, so did their ability to access some of the top fruit sources 
throughout California. In 2001, they brought on a partner, Chris Costello, who possessed the business background 
the burgeoning brand needed to guide its future. 
 
I began following KB seriously at Vinfolio when I noticed the half-barrel the winery offered at the 2005 Hospices of 
Sonoma barrel auction was successfully hammered down to an earnestly hard-charging party of Texans. I wasn’t 
ready to play that hard yet and saved my paddle for another day. The following year, the Lone Star Posse was back and 
again they exceeded my budget for a barrel of Kosta Browne. I did pick up a great bargain though, ten cases of 2005 
Siduri Ewald Vineyard that our clients found irresistible. In 2007, with my appetite whetted by the Siduri success, 
I returned to the auction with a list of wines I wasn’t going to leave without. At the top of the list was 2006 Kosta 
Browne Pinot Noir Keefer Ranch Clone 2A. When the hammer fell, it had set a new auction record of $24000 
for ten cases of wine, and our company now owned it. I chose to have the wine bottled only in magnums primarily to 
encourage aging it, as well as to infer some rarity. In a planning conversation with Michael Browne, he told me they 
could bottle the wine from the auction as-is, or I could come to the winery and make a custom blend from the 
Keefer barrels. That was something I couldn’t pass up, and between us we created a wine from four components; 50 
percent Clone 2A, and 50 percent Clone 23; divided between new and neutral barrels. With four wings, I code-
named it The Wadensvil Butterfly. It became an overnight sensation and sold out quickly at nearly $600 per 
magnum.  
 
I hadn’t stepped foot in the Kosta Browne winery after Michael and I blended the Butterfly, until yesterday. This visit 
would represent the first complete horizontal I had tasted of Kosta Browne. Michael, along with newly appointed 
Winemaker, Shane Finley, conducted me through a dozen bottles, representing the entire portfolio of the 2009 
vintage (sold out), and the second vintage of the 2010 Chardonnay 116 (un-released). Following the degustation, 
Shane, who joined the winery in 2007, took me through barrel tasting of the 2010 components that go into the Santa 
Lucia Highlands, and Russian River Appellation Series. 
 
As I concluded through my barrel tasting with Shane, the winery continues to express a deeper understanding of the 
sources that gained them widespread recognition, and still sell out. Both bode well for the future. Wines are listed 
with varietal, vineyard source and general clonal composition. The winery mailing list is 100% subscribed and there is 
a waiting list. Kosta Browne is not open to the public. www.kostabrowne.com 
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KOSTA BROWNE |2009/2010| 
2010 Chardonnay, One Sixteen – Montrachet, Rued; 95, 548 Russian River Valley 14.5% 512 cs. $58 91 
2009 Pinot Noir Russian River Valley 14.6% 4320 cs. $58 90 
2009 Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 14.5% 5818 cs. $58 92 
2009 Pinot Noir, Keefer Vineyard – Pommard 4, 5; 777, 114, 115; 23 Russian River Valley 14.5% 829 cs. $78 96 
2009 Pinot Noir, Amber Ridge Vineyard – 667, 115 Russian River Valley 14.7% 439 cs. $78 90 
2009 Pinot Noir, Kanzler Vineyard – 667, 115; Pommard Sonoma Coast 14.7% 610 cs. $78 96 
2009 Pinot Noir, Koplen Vineyard – 667 Russian River Valley 14.6% 658 cs. $78 94 
2009 Pinot Noir, Gap’s Crown Vineyard – 114, 115, 667, 828 Sonoma Coast 14.5% 1480 cs $78 93 
2009 Pinot Noir, Rosella’s Vineyard – Pisoni; 828 Santa Lucia Highlands 14.8% 341 cs. $78 94 
2009 Pinot Noir, Garys’ Vineyard – Pisoni  Santa Lucia Highlands 14.8% 440 cs. $78 93 
2009 Pinot Noir, Pisoni Vineyard - Pisoni Santa Lucia Highlands 14.8% 146 cs. $78 94 
2009	   Pinot Noir, 4 Barrel *	   California 14.8% 97 cs. $78 95 

*2009 4 Barrel is comprised of the following site/clone: Gap’s Crown/115, Koplen/667, Garys’/Pisoni, Kanzler/667 

 
2010 Chardonnay, One Sixteen, is sourced from three sites; 
Boudreaux, Quail Hill and Zio Tony and has a vibrant golden-green 
hue in the color. The nose has a crisp lemon entry, with creamy 
flecks of vanilla and green apple. The palate is direct, clean and 
crisp, with flavors of lemon, mineral and slightly crisp stone fruit 
that bring a delicate dryness to the finish. Drink 2012 – 2015. First 
commercial review. 
 
2009 Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley, is a representative 
assemblage of the region comprising eleven different sources, 
including fruit from Keefer, and Koplen (both KB designated 
vineyards). It delivers a loamy, sour cherry, root beer and licorice 
nose. The palate shows firm structure: blackberry, and cherry mix 
well in a tightly focused mid palate. The wine shows lively 
youthfulness with nice expression of the fruit through the finish. 
Drink 2012 – 2016.  2009 Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast, is a 
three-vineyard blend, including Gap’s Crown, a designated 
bottling. The nose shows a rich, saturated perfume of cherry and 
licorice with undertones of sandalwood. The slow-opening palate 
offers licorice, spicy cherry and hints of red currant. Sonoma Coast 
is round and seamless in texture with a lingering sweet spiciness on 
the finish. Drink 2012 – 2017.  2009 Pinot Noir Keefer 
Vineyard is a masterpiece – the nose is an exotic wonderland of 
six clones; Pommard 4 and 5, Wadensvil 23, and Dijon 114, 115 
and 777 that delivers root, herb, brown spices, juicy red fruit and 
licorice aromas. The palate is gushing with polished blueberry, 
lavender, lilac and citrus zest on entry through a mid palate of black 
raspberry, currant and spicy, round black cherry. Plain and simple, 
this is an extraordinary example of Pinot Noir. Drink 2012 – 2020. 
2009 Pinot Noir, Amber Ridge Vineyard, has an intense nose 
of blackberry, currant and brown spices, not in a flashy way, but 
one of quiet certitude. As the last bottling of this vineyard from 
KB, it leaves on a high note. The palate brings stone fruit, mineral, 
spice and a floral-driven impression to the wine. It finishes with soft 
blue and black fruit. Drink 2012 – 2017. 2009 Pinot Noir, 
Kanzler Vineyard, from the vineyard that started the 
phenomenal rise of Kosta Browne in 2002. It has an exotic nose 
jam-packed with aromas of java, clove, violet, tangerine, chocolate, 
loam, cherry and graphite. In the mouth, the flavors present as 
exceptionally supple and round impression, chocolate, graphite, and 
licorice, with delicate cherry and mineral finish. Drink 2012 -2018. 

2009 Pinot Noir, Koplen Vineyard, what could be considered the 
winery’s monopole, as they are the sole producer of wine from this acreage. 
Every time I have tasted this wine, it has been exceptional. This vintage is 
no different. It shows a stunningly rich nose of cherry/kirsch, blackberry 
and graphite. The palate is seamless red berry, cherry, and blackberry with 
notes of exotic sachet all contributing to mouth-filling vibrancy. Drink 2012 
– 2019. 2009 Pinot Noir, Gap’s Crown Vineyard, has a vibrant 
aromatic note kissed with violet, lavender and mulled sweet cherry with 
whiffs of bittersweet chocolate. The palate keeps the vibrancy of the red 
fruit on entry quickly fleshing out into a supple black fruit mélange mid-
palate with graphite, kirsch and orange skins providing an intriguing 
counterpoint to the finish. Drink 2012 – 2018.  2009 Pinot Noir, 
Rosella’s Vineyard, has a delicate, hi-toned nose of rose petal, cherry 
and creamy vanilla. The palate delivers a pleasant, dusty lilac and 
geranium/herb entry with soft essences of raspberry and plum. It has an 
exotic profile that is nearly aberrant of all the other wines in the lineup. 
Drink 2012 – 2017. 2009 Pinot Noir, Garys’ Vineyard, shows a 
beautiful, vibrant nose of cherry and graphite. The palate has a firm flint 
entry with a supple roundness leading to the mid-palate where more firm, 
delineated cherry, blackberry and brown spices slowly merge with each 
other to form a smooth velvet-like finish. Drink 2012 – 2018. 2009 Pinot 
Noir, Pisoni Vineyard, In the entire KB portfolio, Pisoni is probably one 
of the most coveted, partly due to the production of a mere six barrels 
this vintage but also the legendary reputation of the fruit coming from 
there. Never subtle, the nose shows rose petal, graphite, blue plum and 
hints of grilled meat, The palate brings textured cherry, blueberry and 
licorice flavors with some firm mineral-laced acidity on the finish. Drink 
2012 – 2018. 2009 Pinot Noir, 4 Barrel is essentially the non plus ultra 
from a vintage and consists of the ultimate selection of four barrels from 
over seventy lots of Pinot Noir in the winery. The nose shows cherry, 
graphite, black pepper, licorice, blackberry, rose petal, and violet. The 
palate holds creamy cherry, violet, carbon, strawberry and stone fruit skin 
and a finish of cherry and chocolate. Drink 2012 – 2018. 
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2010 Kosta Browne in Barrel: Later, I spent time with winemaker, Shane Finley tasting through 
barrels of the Santa Lucia Highlands components. |Vineyard; Clone| Soberanes; Pisoni, and Sierra Mar; 
23, Pisoni. The resulting wine will represent only about 600 cases. Soberanes, contiguous with Garys’, was 
unknown to me before today. With its darker fruit character, it will add some grip and focus to the brighter 
23 from Sierra Mar. Both wines could be single vineyard designates as they exhibit excellent fruit character. 
The SLH bottling will be yet another introduction to the single vineyards BT***. 
 
Keefer Vineyard components: BT** - BT*** 
23 high acidity with a bright freshness 
2A, bright cherry (kirsch)  
Pommard 4, pure dark fruit with sexy richness 
Pommard 5/114 in neutral barrel (some of this went to 2010 4 Barrel), red fruits and dark fruits interwoven 
Pommard /114 in light toast, no oak character, rich, round fruit character with nice finesse 
Pommard /114 in heavy toast, more fragrant, robust and vibrant 
23 in medium toast sweet/spice balance 
 
The depth and quality of the raw material available to Finley is staggering, as evidenced by the above and 
other components I tasted.  I can’t wait until these are bottled.  


